April 30,2018

The Honorable Wilbur Ross
Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Secretary Ross:

The Environmental Technologies Trade Advisory Committee (ETTAC) is a federally-established
committee whose purpose is to advise on the policies and procedures of the U.S. Government
that affect environmental technology exports. In this capacity, we especially appreciate your
efforts to promote the export of U.S. environmental goods and services.

The ETTAC recommends that the bilateral discussions between the U.S. and Brazilian
governments concerning trade barriers relating to solid waste and other environmental
services be resurrected. Those discussions, which included several meetings and
communications between U.S. and Brazilian officials, were a component of the U.S.-Brazil
Commercial Dialogue. Incorporation of the 2014-2016 ETTAC recommendation to
facilitate a series of workshops, address environmental issues and find ways to overcome
trade barriers with Brazil would be appreciated. There are significant obstacles to foreign
companies providing technical expertise, waste and recycling equipment, and services in Brazil.
These obstacles impair Brazil’s ability to improve public health and the environment in
connection with waste management. Some of these obstacles include:

= Tariff escalation tied to local content requirements
= Tendering practices that favor domestic companies over foreign bidders
= Local certifications and safety approvals that do not recognize international equivalents

The attached Brazilian Solid Waste Toolkit (Toolkit) quantifies the solid waste opportunities in
Brazil and contains additional recommendations concerning capacity building and funding for
Brazil’s enforcement of its National Policy on Solid Waste. The ETTAC recommends the
Toolkit be distributed to the inter-agency Environmental Technologies Working Group
(ETWG). The Toolkit format can then be used to identify other countries that have similar
needs in the waste management sector, and offer opportunities for American businesses.
The ETTAC Waste and Recycling Working Group identified India, Indonesia, and Mexico
as other countries that likely provide substantial opportunities for U.S. companies, and
recommends that future ETTAC charters consider developing solid waste toolkits for other
countries.



We appreciate the opportunity that ETTAC has been given to provide advice on further growing
bilateral trade between the U.S. and other high priority countries, including Brazil. We look
forward to further opportunities to be of service.

Sincerely, =

/1
/A’L ¢
Ron Swinko

Chair, ETTAC

Attachment
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